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DANGERS OF SYNTHETIC DRUGS 
AB 889 requires a school district, county office of education, and charter school to annually inform parents or guardians of the dangers associated with using synthetic drugs that are not prescribed by a physician, such as fentanyl. This notice aims to address the crisis and inform students and families of the deadly consequences of recreational drug use. 
• Fentanyl, an opioid pain reliever that is 50 times as strong as heroin, is now being manufactured illegally by criminal organizations. 
• This “illicit” fentanyl is mixed into street drugs like cocaine and heroin to make them more potent. It is also being pressed into counterfeit (fake) pills that look like prescription medications such as Percocet, Xanax, and Adderall. 
• Advertising on social media is one-way drug sellers are marketing fentanyl and other drugs, with transactions facilitated by users' ability to remain anonymous. 
• Youth and adults who purchase these drugs through social media or illegitimate online pharmacies may experience an opioid overdose, which can stop their breathing and lead to death. 
• Fentanyl is synthetic, that is, it is formed from lab-made chemicals and not from naturally occurring ingredients. This makes the drug cheaper to manufacture and more profitable to sell illegally. 
• Another synthetic drug, xylazine, is increasingly being added alongside illicit fentanyl. Xylazine is a strong veterinary tranquilizer. The combined effect of these two drugs on breathing and the heart can be extremely dangerous and further increases the risk of death. 
The health risks associated with synthetic drugs include cardiovascular problems, respiratory failure, hallucinations, seizures, and, in extreme cases, death. Additionally, the unpredictable effects of these substances make them particularly dangerous. Individuals using synthetic drugs may develop a dependence, leading to addiction and a range of associated challenges. 
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SIGNS OF AN OPIOID OVERDOSE 
Call 911 if you see someone who is: 
• Unable to wake up or respond to you 
• Breathing slowly or not at all 
• Making gurgling, choking, or snoring sounds
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